Cleric who worked at
Rosemead orphanage
ts among many whose
files will be released
by Catholic orders.

By VicToris BIM
AND HARRIET RYan

The preschoclers hair
was falling out in chumps. He
had stopped plgying with
other children and harely
spoke to his teschers. He
woke screaming sach night,
and during the day clung to
hismother.

What's wrong, she asked
again and again, Finally, he
iold her His big brother,
rdopted seven years earlier
from the Maryvale Catholic
orphanage. in Rosemead,
was molesting hin, Devas-
tated, she rushed the older
oy to a therapist's office,
where he offered a harrow-
ing expianation.

“He sald that Brother
Larry had done it to him at
Maryvale — him and other
children,” his mother re-
called vears later.

The man he named was
Lawrence Sandstrom, a
brother of the Holy Cross re-
lgious erder and the subiect
of molestation allegations in
Los Angeles stretching back
to the 19605, Over the years,
claimg against Sandstrom
have cost the Catholie
Chureh more than §3 million
in civil settlements. But un-
ke inthe L.A. Archdiocese,
which released 12,000 pages
of internai records on abu-
sive priestsin January, there
hias vet to be a full account-
ing of the church’s handling
of Sandstrom,

That will change this
summer when the Holy
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Cross brothers and a host of
other Catholic orders make
pulblic the personnel files of
ag many as 138 priests,
brothers and nuns accused

of abusing children in the -

Los Angelesarea,

Although the fallings of
the archdiccess in dealing
with abuse have been well
documented, the response
ot independent religicus op-
ders, which minisier around
the world, is less known. Or-
ders such as the Jesuits, Sa-
lesians and Carmelites had
more clergy working in the
region than the archdiocese
itselfwhen some of the worst
molestation oceurred, Over-
sight of those priests regted
not with the archbishop but
withthe superiors of some 50
far-flung  orders head-
guartered across the coun-
iy,

Among those whose files
will bemade publicarea Fia-
rigt father who was prose-
cuted in both Los Angeles
and Texas for sexual assault
of teenagers and a Domini.
can priest who fled to hizna-
tive Philippines after anoth-
er priest discoversd s 17-
vear-old in his bed.

Contradictions

The contents of Sand-
strom's confidential file hold
particular interest because
what is known publiely
about his case is conflicting,
The young and psychologi-
cally troubled children at the
orphanage in 1983 made for
less than reliable witnesses,
and authorities were divided
about the validity of their
claims.

- Prosecutors sald  they
didn’t have enough evidence
to fHe criminal charges
against - Sandgtrom, but a
Judge overseeing foster chil-
dren found that he had sod-
omized 4-year-olds. Sand-
strom insisted on his inno-
cence, and his superiors in
the order and at the orphan-
age backed him up, writing
glowing letters of recom-
mendation to heip him get
teaching jobs at Catholie

high schools.

A lawyer for the Holy
Cross brothers said the or-
der's flie on Sandstrom runs
hundreds of pages and could
become public as early as
this month. Sandstrom, 73,
resigned from the order in
1867 for reasons the order
said wereunrglated to sbuse
allegations. He now sells
kitchen countertops in New
Crleans and did not return
resgages seeking comment,

Chiel among the loogun-
answered gquestions is what
the order knew about Sand-
strom when it sent him to be
executive directer of Mary-
vale, an orphanage for espe-
cially vuinerable children
run by an crder of nuns.

Elizabeth CGori, who be- .
came the guardian of a sec-
and oy allegediy molested
by Sandstrom, sald she
hoped the files might “un-
cover ail thils stulfthe church
has been hiding for all those
yaars.”

“I only had bits and pise-
es at the time, and I was fry-
ing to forus on what would
help™the boy, she said.

Court filings, archdio-
cese records and interviews
provide a partial picture of
Sandstromy’s troubles in Los
Angetes. The boy whom Gori
cared for was one of several
Maryvale children who re-
furned from an outing with
Sandstrom in the San Bey-
nardine Mounitains  disg-
playing behavioer one or-
phanage social worker de-
geribed as “unusuelly sexu-
at”

“They kept referring to s
secret,” social worker Mary
Jane Landrock wrote at the
time, Bhe called a child
abuse hotline. In interviews
with detectives, one boy de- .
seribed in detail how “Broth-
er Larry” sodomized him,
but the ofther children's
statements were less clear,

"One of the children only
falks in riddles & anotheris
called a liar by the other chii-
dren,” a prosecutor wrote of
the boylater cared forby Go-
ri and a girl who went onithe
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euting. Two boys ultimately
accused Sandstrom of mo-
iating thern,

Bandstrom denied harm-
ingthe children but declined
t0 be interviewed by tnvesti-
gaters or take a polygraph
test. Ultimately sheriff's de-
tectives and oounty social
services workers said they
could not substantiate the
claims. When Landrockkept
volcing her suspicions,
Handsirom fired her, The or-
phanage later paid her
$25.000 as part of a settie-
ment in which she agreed
unever to disparage Maryvale
semployvees.

In the weeks after the al-
legations surtaced, the boy
who talked in riddles was
moved t0o another group
home where hig sexual act-
ingout again drew atfention
and led a judge to convene a
hearing. Affer lstening to
tastimony from Landrock
and others — but not from
Sandstrom - the judge
rited that he had sexipally
abused the children and
banished him from Mary-
vale,

Sandstrom left but main-
tained his innoecence, hiring
o lawyer o challenge the
fudge’s order. A different
udge tossed out parta ofthe
previgus judge’s order, in-
sluding the finding that
Sandstrom had abuged chil-
dren. With recommendation
igtters from the orphanage,
he went on to work at La
Salle High School in Paga-
dena and other Catholic
sehoels in Heyward, Caiif,
and Wew Orleans.

Troubled boys

Meanwhile, the two boys
he was aceused of abusing
struggled. Gorl  decided
against adopting the hoy
she'd cared for because his
E-hour tantrums were too
much for her,

“There was s¢ much.an-
ger, and he was too little to
sxpinin,” she recalled. He
was admitied to a state psy-
chiatric nospital, where he
rewained until he turned 18,

Tha other boy, the one
whe detalled being sodom-
ized by Sendstrorn, was
adopted by a voung, de-
voutly Catholic couple from
the San Gabriel Valley. Ina
lawsult flied in 1994, the cou-
ple said they were never in-
formed of the suspected mo-
lestation, They said they
wearned of the sllegations
only after their adopted son
abused both of their biologi-
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“It was a living hell,” the
mother recalled in a eposi-
tioh. “There was no oy, no
laughterin the household.”

The boy in the psychiat-
ric hospital joined their law-
suit against the order and
Maryvale. In the litigation,
emerged that officlals at
Maryvele were awore of ru-
mors that Sandstrom may
have abused children before
hewas hired, His order, how-
ever, denied the rumors and
said the firstand oniy accu-
sation was af Maryvale and
that it was false. '

Ths orphanage sefiled
the claims with both bhovs in
186, reaching an undis-
closed financial agreement
with the Ban Gabriel Valley
family and paying the other
nearly $106,000. Despite the
payouts, the order riever wa-
vered in its defense of Sand-
strom. When the 8an Gabri-
el Valley mother wrotea let-
tey expressing worry that
Sandstrorm  might  harm
othier childven, a Holy Cross
ieaderresponded by offering
“a8 much assurance as life
affords” that he posed no

danger.

“Neither before nor since
he held his position at Mary-
vale has there beern any rea-
son o suspect sexual mis-
canduct,” Brother Donald
Blauvelt wrote.

In 2008, however, a man
named Rick stepped for-
ward with an account that
raised guestions about
Blauveit’s assertion. In a
lawsuit, Adair said Sand-
gtrom had engaged in inap-
propriate sexual conduet
with juvenile delinguents at
Rancho San Amtonio, a Holy
Cross-run group home in.
Chatsworth, in the late

18608, The headmaster, & -

Holy Cross brother, was told
of Bandstrom’s alleged he-
havior at the &ime, he
claimed. '

Adalr and another man
satd Bandstrom made them
and other boys strip naked
for group therapy. The sec-
ond man sald Sandstrom
gometimes masturbated in
the back of the room. Adair
recalied this week that when
one boy complained that
Bandstrom had forced him
to perform anaked massage,
the headmasier called &
meeting and “told us In no

gncertain terms that we
would not discuss [the
poy’st accusations with any-
one.”

Adeir said that in 1883, he
phoned the orders Texas
headguarters and told Biau-
vell, the top official there, of
Jandstrom’s alleged mis-
conduct. He sald Blauvelt
Hdn't seem surprised and
simply asked how much
money he wanted, Adsair
said 850,000, Blauvels of-
fered to get onaplane toper-
sonally deliver a check, he
said.

Ultimetely, Adair backed
gqub. Anattorney for the Holy
Cross. brothers  dispufed
that account this week, say-
ing the order never prom-
ised Adaircompensation, let
alone &  hand-debivered
check,

Cverthenext decade and
& half, the legal landscaps
changed dramatically, with
thousands stiing the church
goeross the country, By 2007,
the payouis were averaging
in the seven figures. Al- .
though neither of the Razn-
cho San Antonio students
alleged that Sandstromever
touched them, both received
$1.5 million ag part of 2007 -
settiement. That agreement
also provided for the upcom-

" ing release of clergy person-

nel files,

Toungh adjuastments

The boy who spent most
of his childheod in a psycli-
atric hospifal has hed s
rocky adulthood, with a
string of criminal convie-
tions and stints behind bars,
Now 35, he said he couldny't
talk about Sandstrom be-
cause of a confidentiality
clauge in his settlement, He
hecame a father tast year
and recently reconnected
withh Gori, his onetime
guardian,

“He said, "There wasn't
anvthing else you could have
done. I was 80 grateful for
that,” Gorl said.

The Ban Gabriel Valley
family also said they were
parred from speaking by the
terms of their setélement.
The family spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars on
treatment for their children,
aecording to court doeu-
ments. Thelr adopted son,
35, is now married with chil-
dren, owns his own business
and hoasts on its website of
his supportive and loving
famity.

victoria dm@latimes com




LOS ﬁNGELES COUNTY

‘Cosls may mcrease to improve jaﬂs
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Despite the p!'lce tag ex-.-
pected to increase as ad-

‘By Christina Villacorte
christina.villocorte®
| doilynews.com
; @LADsz’llqcorte on Twitter

Los Angeles County tax-
| “payers ‘may need to reach
| -deep intotheir pockets to im-
|. plement far-reaching recom-

mendations to improve the
" jail system, which includes
- building a new treatment fa-
cility for mentally disabled

inmates downtown.
' An independent consul-
tant-who analyzed the Sher-
iff’s Department’s “jail plan”
1. this past week laid out four
options for replacing and/or
upgrading certain lockups,
1 and the cost ranged from
1 %137 billion to $1.62 billion.
Meanwhile, the county’s

budget manager told the
Board of Supervisors that

| the cost of implementing
- key recommendations of a
blue ribbon panel to keep
. deputies from using exces-
" sive force on inmates has
risen from $60.9 million to
$88.5 million — a-45 percent
increase.

P

C‘f’-‘ Clivsthis o

ditional reforms are fac-
tored in, Sheriff Lee Baca's
spokesman:Steve Whitmore

-$aid the countyhopesto save

money in the lIong run.

‘Whitmore said following:
‘the advice of the Commisgion

on Jail Violence to.create an

Office of Thspector General,

boost staffing, improve train-

ing and install body scan-
mners and additional cameras

would reduce the risk of the
county being slapped with
expensive lawsuits over in-

‘mate beatings.

“With the changés 1mple—
mented by the sheriff begin-
ning in October 2011, cou-

pled with recommendations
by the CCJV, it is the de-

partment’s-expectation that
there will be a increased

lavel of oversight by the sher- .

iff, which will relate to g re-

duction of lawsuits and-em-

ployee .misconduct,” Whit-

‘more:said.

In-its analysis of the de-
partment’s jail plan, Vanir
Construction Management

j 1 enes

said there was a “critical.
need”to close.and demolish
the half-century -old Men’s
Central Jail, and:previde ap-
propriate facilities Lo treat
the growing mentally ill in-
mate population, moest of

‘whom are currently housed:

at the Twin Towers Correc-
tional Facility.

“The-electrical, mechani-:

cal and plumbing ‘systems
have surpassed a reason-
ably—expected 30-year life
spanand are costly.and dif-

ficult to maintain,” the con-

sultant said of Men’s Central
Jail,

“Overall, there is a clear
and significant deficiency:in
themumber of appropriately
designed medical and men-

‘tal health beds and program/
support: space.”

The consultant’s recoms-
mendation was to build a
Consolidated. Correctional
Treatment“ Facility down-
townwithmental health cri-

sis beds.and intensive care,,

as well as a substance abuse
dlsqrdetj treatrent program,
similar to-a proposai‘by Su—

We canna;guamnteg when this oﬁerawll be: repeatad in ihe newspaper
er and please call today?.

pervisor Zev'Yaroslavsky.

It also -examined creat--
ing a Women's Village at
Pitchess Detention Center
inCastaic forfow-risk female

inmates.

The least; expenswe optlon
is to build the treatment fa-
cility and renovate the-exist-
ing Mira Tioma county jail to
house female inmates, The
most expensive option'is to
build the treatment facility

and women’s villags; and

modernize Mira Loma.
. The :county also has to

contend with the still-in-

creasing price tag for car-

1ying out the recommenda-

tions of the Commission-on
Jail Violence,
Bacahasproposed adding
about $28 million to the cost
to expand the closed circuit

‘television-camera system in

the jails.

' If approved, it would re-
place the high-tech lapel
cameras originally proposed
by the .commission, which

are even more expensive.

Those -would have been at-

tached to ‘deputies.’ uniforms:









